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WA IS BANNING
PLASTIC BAGS

MAKE SURE YOU’RE READY

WHAT IS BEING BANNED? WHAT IS ALLOWED?

Lightweight plastic bags 
less than 35 microns thick, 
with handles (‘singlet’ bags), 
including those deemed as 
degradable. 

At the time of printing, 
a decision had yet to 
be reached on 
compostable bags.

Paper Bags

Barrier bags needed for food safety 
(eg those used for meat and fish) 

Woven or fabric bags (‘green’ bags)

Thicker plastic reusable bags  
(like those used by 
department stores).

MAKE THE MOVE TO PAPER, JUST LIKE BRUCE!

Single-use, lightweight plastic bags will be banned in Western Australia from July 1, 2018. The Western 
Australian State Government is adopting similar laws to other Australian states, but with one key 
difference - degradable versions of plastic bags will also be banned. Who will it affect?

•	 Supermarkets	 •	 Convenience stores	 •	 Take-away food stores	  
•	 Pharmacies	 •	 Liquor stores	 •	 Other retail businesses

Retailers will be forbidden from supplying plastic bags after July 1, 2018. In other states the National 
Retailer’s Association recommends that retailers start planning and considering alternative options now. 
To find out more about plastic bag bans head to cleanup.org.au

Detpak customer Bruce Luchterhand recently 
made the move to paper. He eliminated plastic 
bags from his store, replacing them with Detpak 
paper alternatives. Bruce said his customers were 
pleased with the switch to paper. 

“The response from our customers has been 
fantastic” Bruce said. “It was critical we gave  
our customers a product with handles for ease 
of use, and the paper bags have been a huge hit.
Most customers are aware that the heavy-duty 
bags sold by other major retailers cost money, 
but they are still made from plastic. 

For them the choice is easy; ‘Give me paper, please’. Many bags are also being returned or used again, 
so they are being recycled numerous times,” Bruce said.
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NEWS

THE news that single-use
plastic shopping bags will be
wiped out of Queensland
supermarkets and a
container deposit scheme
will come into play next year
came as a relief to Craig
Macintyre.
“Putting a bounty on

rubbish just makes sense,”
he said.
The Surfrider Sunshine

Coast branch president has
been battling the plastic
scourge flooding our
beaches and waterways for
years.
Every six months a dedic-

ated group of volunteers

scours Noosa North Shore
for rubbish polluting the
50km stretch of beach to
Double Island Point.
“We lifted about 3.5 tonnes

last time,” Mr Macintyre
said. “We picked up enough
plastic off the beach in one
day to make a bench seat
that we gave to Noosa
Council.”
Plastic bags and 600ml

PET bottles have been the
biggest polluters Mr
Macintyre and his
volunteers have faced.
The Surfrider Foundation,

along with the Boomerang
Alliance, has been
campaigning for years to
have the government
legislate to deal with plastic
pollution.
The Waste Reduction and

Recycling Amendment Bill

2017, banning single-use
plastic bags in shops and
introducing a container
deposit scheme in
Queensland, passed through
state parliament with
bipartisan support on
Tuesday.
Environment Minister

Steven Miles said the
initiatives would stop the
scourge of plastic shopping
bags, and put a price on
beverage containers to
encourage recycling.
“By passing this Bill we

say to our young people that
we value our wildlife,
especially our marine
creatures like turtles, sea
birds and dugongs,” Mr
Miles said. “We say that we
want our parks, our
waterways, Moreton Bay and
the Great Barrier Reef to be

litter free.”
Under the container

refund scheme most drink
containers from 150ml to 3L
will be eligible for a 10 cent
refund, available when

empty eligible containers
are returned to designated
container refund points –
many of which were likely to
to be reverse vending
machines.

Mr Macintyre said he
hoped the move would kick-
start a generational change.
“Hopefully people will

think about their environ-
mental footprint,” he said.

Govt introduces bag ban, bottle
bounty to stop plastic scourge
.
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WHAT THE CHANGES MEAN

■ Plastic bag bans apply to all retailers from July 1, 2018.
■ Lightweight plastic shopping bags must not be given or sold to customers, including
compostable, degradable and biodegradable bags.
■ Bags that will not be banned include barrier bags (used to contain unpackaged perishable
food like fruit and vegetables), bin liners, dog poo bags, reusable bags, paper bags, heavy-weight
single-use department store bags.
■ From July 1, 2018 refunds of 10 cents on eligible drink containers will be available when they
are handed in.
■ Most aluminium, glass, PET, HDPE, steel and liquid paper board drink containers between
150ml and 3L will be eligible.
■ These containers will not be refundable: Milk containers; glass wine and spirits bottles; 1L or
larger bottles that have contained flavoured milk, pure juice, cask wine or cask water; cordial or
vegetable juice containers; sachets above 250ml that have contained wine; registered health
tonics.
■ Information about return and refund points will become available ahead of July 1 next year.

“We wanted to make a
statement,” he said.
“Even with the legislation,
retailers still have the option
to sell heavy duty plastic
bags,” he said.
“That’s no better.
“I think we need to be
courageous and get rid of
plastic all together.”
A medium-sized paper
bag at the store costs 30
cents or 40 cents for a large,
with five cents going to Sea
Shepherd, which Mr
Luchterhand has teamed up
with to begin regular beach
clean-ups in the area.
Mr Luchterhand said only a
couple of people had made
negative comments about the
change, but the younger
generation were more
supportive of the initiative.

THE plastic bag ban was
successfully passed through
unanimous vote in the State
Parliament on Tuesday, but
this Coast store is already
ahead of the curve.
Alexandra Headland SPAR

was the first supermarket in
Queensland to ban plastic
bags in favour of paper as of
last Friday and owner Bruce
Luchterhand said the move
had been embraced by his
customers.
About half of shoppers are
happy to buy a paper bag or
bring their own, the rest have
been forgoing bags alto-
gether, Mr Luchterhand said.
“It’s an educational thing,”
he said.
“People get it because

we’re on the Sunshine Coast,
we have a beautiful area with
a lot of holiday-makers and
they say it’s a great idea to
get rid of the plastic.”
The single-use plastic
bag ban will come into effect
on July 1, 2018 after being
passed with bipartisan
support, but Mr Luchterhand
said that he “wanted to make
a statement” and change
early.

Coast supermarket customers embrace call on plastic bags

MAKE THE SWITCH: The SPAR store at Alexandra Headland is switching to paper bags. Store owner Bruce Luchterhand is
pictured with some of the paper bags the store now offers its customers. PHOTO: WARREN LYNAM
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I think we
need to be

courageous and
get rid of plastic
all together



MAKE THE MOVE 
TO PAPER

Our Detpak paper bags are an environmentally-friendly alternative to single-use, lightweight plastic 
bags. Made from sustainably sourced paper, they’re 100% renewable, home recyclable and compostable. 
Detpak paper bags are also reusable and strong, with our largest bag holding up to 13kgs. With large 
flat sides and our award-winning custom print options, our bags can carry your brand further.  
See how traditional single use plastic bags compare with Detpak paper bags below.

FOR MORE DETAILS, TO REQUEST SAMPLES OR TO PLACE AN ORDER:
AUS 1300 362 620  | NZ 0800 338 725 | PACKAGING@DETPAK.COM | DETPAK.COM

THE BETTER ALTERNATIVE
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MOVING TO PAPER? HERE’S HOW

Small Singlet Bag
Size: 205 x 200 x 120mm when sitting on 
surface (290 x 200 x 120mm when flat)  

Holds 4.9L

Detpak #8 SOS  
Take Away Bag

Size: 315 x 154 x 100mm 
Holds 4.8L

OR
Detpak #60 

Flat Handle Carry Bag
Size: 300 x 240 x 100mm 

Holds 7.2L (Greater in volume) 
Carry weight capacity 10kgs

Medium Singlet Bag
Size: 300 x 245 x 135mm when sitting on 
surface (375 x 245 x 135mm when flat)  

Holds 9.9L

Detpak #16 SOS  
Take Away Bag

Size: 380 x 240 x 120mm 
Holds 10.9L

OR
Detpak #5 

Flat Handle Carry Bag
Size: 275 x 280 x 150mm 

Holds 11.6L 
Carry weight capacity 10kgs

Large Singlet Bag
Size: 295 x 295 x 160mm when sitting on 
surface (295 x 390 x 160mm when flat)  

Holds 13.9L

Detpak #20 SOS Bag
Size: 430 x 305 x 175mm 

Holds 23.0L (Greater in volume)

OR

Detpak #75 
Flat Handle Carry Bag

Size: 340 x 320 x 145mm 
Holds 15.8L 

Carry weight capacity 10kgs
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